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Beyond the river, on the north, was the western extremity
of the low island known as the Erische-Nehrung, stretching
away east as far as Hllau, nfcar Koenigsberg. The extreme
western corner of the Frische-Nehrung, at the point where
the Vistula changes its course from west to north, was separated
from the rest by the navigable canal of Laake, connecting
Danzig with the lower reach of the river. The triangular
island of Holm, so formed, was of great importance in the
siege. So long as the canal remained open, Danzig was
directly connected with the sea. The mouth of the Vistula
was guarded on its right bank by the fort of Weichselmunde.
Opposite to this fort was a large entrenched camp, at Neu-
fahrwasser, having the greater part of its front protected by
the Sasper lake, and the channel joining it to the Vistula,
It was further guarded by a double line of works.

Between Weichselmunde and Danzig, on the Helming,
there was a large wood. The island of Holm and the Laake
canal were defended by several redoubts and other works,
which spread down the banks of the Vistula, connecting
Danzig with Weichselmunde.

The artillery of the fortress consisted of 303 guns, 20
howitzers, and 26 mortars. In addition, there were 28 guns,

1 howitzer, and 3 mortars at Weichselmunde, and 51 guns,

2 howitzers, and 3 mortars at Neufahrwasser.

The two forts of the Bischofsberg and the Hagelsberg, on
which the French approaches were afterwards directed, had
40 pieces each,

The garrison numbered nearly 16,000 men, including
about 1600 cavalry. About 11,000 were in the fortress, the
rest at Weichselmunde, Neufahrwasser, on the Holm island,
and on the Marring.* The besiegers are given by Hoepfner
as 24,105,t at the beginning of the siege. Dumas denies
that Lefebvre had more than 16,000 men at his disposal.^
The truth lies, perhaps, somewhere between the two,

* Hcepfner, iii. 371-380.                          f Ibid,, ill 382-884,

} Dumas, xviii. H4.   See following note.